Combating  of pick-pocketing in Prague is difficult 

Pick-pocketing is a long-term problem in Prague.

In the centre of Prague the thieves are focused especially on foreign tourists and in spite of all taken measures the number of thefts does not sink expressively. 

Pick-pocketing is one of the  worst detectable crime. The thieves often act very quickly and well coordinated. They often use the huge anonymity, which is offered by Prague. From this reason not only single thieves but also organised gangs of thieves come to Prague. Structure of these gangs is different. Members of these gangs are not only the Czechs but also foreigners, for example Rumanians and Poles. While Arabs are focused on people in the open-air restaurants or fast food restaurants last time, Rumanians are focused on people visiting tourist places  and on passengers           in the public transport. The Poles are very active in the premises of the Prague Central Railway Station.

Some words about the statistics

The pick-pocketing is a long-term problem in the capital Prague. It is possible to say that 50% of the criminality of this kind  in the Czech Republic are committed in Prague. During the first eight months of this year the Prague Police officers started  to investigate 6.429 cases of pick-pocketing. During the last year only the Prague Police had recorded 9.200 of such cases, the total value of the stolen property was nearly 55 millions CZK. 180 offenders had been identified, nearly 60% of them are repeated offenders and 41% of them are foreigners. 51% of offenders are women. The Police had detected also 7 juveniles and and 5 underaged persons. Compared to the year 2007 a light drop was noticed (- 300 cases) as well as the value of the stolen property was lower than in the year before (- 17 millions CZK). Nevertheless this crime is being been committed all the time and single thieves or group of thieves commit this crime often repeatedly. Their favourite workplaces                  in Prague are the historical city, Prague Central Station, Central bus terminal and the public transport means, especially  trams and the subway. 

Detection of this crime is quite difficult

In spite of the fact the Police focuses their forces to these problems all the year long, only few offenders have been detained. If an offender of such a crime is detained, the case is solved within short preliminary proceedings. Subsequently he is usually banished from the Czech Republic even if he commits this crime repeatedly. If he is not a member of an organised group, he can be sentenced up to 2 years of imprisonment, financial penalty or forfeiture of a thing. Since the sentences are very low, offenders are taken into the custody very rare, so in the most cases they continue to commit this crime. As their guilt is proved  for the particular crime only, when captured red handed, these thieves are mostly sentenced only conditionally. If they commit this crime repeatedly within a short time, they are sentenced to very low conditional sentences. If it is proved that they are members of an organised group, they are sentenced to several years of imprisonment.

There was a couple of pickpockets „working“ in the Charles Square

One of such cases happened on Tuesday, October 6-th 2009, when a couple of thieves stole a purse of an old women standing on the escalator in the metro-station “Karlovo náměstí” (Charles Square) from her bag. They were not enjoying the purse for a long time. A nineteen-year-old women-offender  together with her haul was detained and accused of the theft. In addition the police officers found, she had committed together with her accomplice another three thefts in this location at least, whereas the modus operandi was practically the same. In spite of the fact this young lady was punished by the court twice during last two years for similar crime, she has not been taken into the custody during the investigation. In the near future the 21-year old Slovak will be accused too. He has several records too, he stood three times before the court last year and he was banished from the Czech Republic for three years in June 2008 by the District Court in Prague 2. 

Preventive measures and security actions 

Combating of this crime is not easy but the Prague Police is not passive. In the cooperation with the Prague Town-Council and the Prague Municipal Police a street network camera system has been built. Just pictures of this camera system are helpful by convicting of criminal acts. The Police rely not only on this camera system, but they act preventively in threatened locations too, during the presence of uniformed and municipal police and frequent security measures of the criminal police. For example the Police Beat Department operates right on the Wenceslas Square, specialised               in detecting crime and supervising public order. Some years ago the so called „KAPSA“ (= pocket) team was established. These CID officers are directly in the locations and they have good results. Detecting and especially investigating of this crime is not easy and all the time it has to be                  in accordance with the law. Prevention in this field is one of the tasks of the Police. Tourists, visitors, but also the Praguers can meet nearly everywhere some form of prevention like multilingual leaflets, booklets or announcments in the public transport. It depends on each of us if we follow these good advice.  

